The Taming of the Shrew 






Critical Essay Assignment

For your final assessment choose ONE of the following topics and write an essay of at least 5 well developed paragraphs with a controlling thesis statement. 

1. Analyzing a Character. Characters may be dynamic or static. Dynamic characters undergo and important change in attitude, values, or behavior. In contrast, static characters remain pretty much the same throughout a play, novel, or short story. Select one of the following characters and write an essay showing that the character is either dynamic or static: Kate, Bianca, Petruchio, Lucentio, Baptista, Tranio. Support your position by specific references to the characters words and actions. Do not merely retell the story.

2. Analyzing a Favorite Scene. Certain scenes have stronger appeal than others and yield enjoyment when they are remembered after the plays reading or performance. What is your favorite scene in The Taming of the Shrew? Write an essay explaining the scene’s appeal to you. Consider elements such as humor, irony, suspense, conflict, character, props, language, and theme. Do not merely retell the story.

3. Is this Play Sexist? Think about the play as a whole and the roles of the female characters. In an essay of several paragraphs discuss this question and offer evidence (from the text) to support your interpretation. Do not merely retell the story.
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